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Psychology and Science diplomacy:
An intersection to promote human well-being and global sustainability

German Gutiérrez

Personal Biography:

German Gutiérrez is the president of the International Union of Psychological
Science, the leading global psychology organization. He studied Psychology at the
Universidad Nacional de Colombia (UNC) and earned his Ph.D. in Behavioral
neuroscience from the University of Texas at Austin, USA. Gutiérrez is a professor at
UNC and researches the evolution of learning mechanisms in reproduction and other
behavioral systems. In addition, he has studied the development of psychology worldwide.
He has held numerous leadership positions at the national, regional, and international
levels, including President of the Colombian Association of Psychology Departments,
Director of the Observatory of Psychology in Latin America, and President of the
International Society for Comparative Psychology. Gutiérrez is currently an advisor to the

International Science Council's Regional Focal Point for Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Abstract :

The connection between human behavior and global problems has long been
documented by science. In recent decades, psychological knowledge has played a
significant role in promoting human well-being and global sustainability. This presentation
makes a case for connecting psychological insights and scientific diplomacy strategies to
improve the power of psychology to address complex global issues. Psychology has made
significant discoveries in cognitive, emotional, and social processes used to develop
behavioral strategies to improve the well-being of individuals and communities. Yet, there
is a need for a broader approach to address global concerns that affect the human
population. Psychological science diplomacy promotes international collaboration to share
behavioral knowledge to address problems like climate change, conflict resolution,
demographic challenges, and infectious and non-communicable diseases. Psychology and
science diplomacy must create a common framework to enhance sustainable development,

global harmony, and aspiring human qualities.
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